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AUSTIN, Tex., Dec. 27— 
The swearing in of a new 
President in the presence of 
the blood-spattered but tear- 
less widow of the dead Presi- 
dent was, poignantly described 
to the Warren Oommissioh by 
Lady Bird Johnson. 

Mrs. Johnson told the com- 
mission of the decision to 
have the oath of office ad- 
ministered to Lyndon B. 
Johnson aboard Air Force 
One in Dallas, then she de- 


scribed the scene and her 
conversation with Jacqueline 
Kennedy: 

“Mrs. Kennedy had arrived 
by this time and the coffin, 
and there — in the very nar- 
row confines of the plane 
with Jackie on his left with 
her hair falling in her face, 
but very composed, and then 
Lyndon, and I was on his 
right. Judge (Sarah) Hughes 
with the Bible in front of her 
and a cluster of Secret Serv- 
ice people and congressmen 


we had known for a long time 
— Lyndon took the oath of 
office.” • 

Mrs. Johnson continued: 
“We had at first been ush- 
ered into the main , private 
1 Presidential cabin on the 
plane— but Lyndon quickly 
said, ‘No, no’ and immediate- 
ly led out out of there; we 
felt that is whers Mrs. Ken- 
nedy should be. 

“The. casket was in the - 
hall. I went in to see Mrs. 
Kennedy and, though it was 


a very hard thing to do, she 
made it as easy as possible. 
She said things like, ‘Oh, 
Lady Bird, it’s good that 
we’ve always' liked you two 
so much.’ She said. Oh, 
what if I had not been there? 
I’m so glad I was there.’ 

“I looked at her. Mrs. 
Kenndy’s dress was stained 
with blood. Her right glove 
was caked — that immaculate 
woman— it was caked with 
blood, her husband’s blood. 

“She always wore gloves 



Incident 


like she was used to them. I 
never could. Somehow that 
was one of the most poignant 
sights — exquisitely dressed 
and caked in blood. I asked 
her if I couldn’t get someone 
in to help her change, and 
she said, ‘Oh, no. Perhaps 
later I’ll ask Mary Gallagher, 
but not right now.’ ” 


and now, dear God, it’s come 
to this.” Then she added in 
her testimony: 

“I would have done anything 
to help her, but there was 
nothing I could do to help her, 
so rather quickly I left and 
went back to the main part of 
the airplane where everyone 
was seated. 

“The ride to Washington was 
silent, strained — each with his 
own thoughts . . .” 


Mrs. Johnson told the com- 
mission she said to Mrs. 
Kennedy: “Oh, Mrs. Ken- 
nedy, you know we never even 
wanted to be Vice President 



